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Disclaimer: 
This newsletter is for information purposes only and does not 
necessarily reflect the opinions or beliefs of city officials, the 

newsletter editor or the citizens of Santa Clara. 

The mission of the Santa Clara 
Newsletter is to create a positive image 

of the city while connecting the 
community together in friendship. 

 

Your City Council 
 

Marshall Chamberlain  830-914-3875 
Robert Courtney     210-846-4561 
Harrell Felix                   830-914-4392 
Jim Folbre                     210-508-6277 
Tracy Jonassen            830-420-3703 

 
City Secretary                 Donna White 
City Hall                          830-914-4443  
Please leave a message if no answer or 
email info@cisantaclaratx.us.  
 
Mayor Jeff Hunt            210- 833-2636 
mayor@cisantaclaratx.us 

The Best Little City in the Country – Est. 1999 

City Website… 
www.cisantaclaratx.us 
 

Visit the Green Valley Special Utility 
District website at www.gvsud.org   
for information on current water 
restrictions. 
 
.   

Election 2012 
 
Position 1    James Folbre 
Position 2    Harrell Felix 
Position 4    Robert Courtney 
 
Thank you to the 148 early voters and 
125 election day voters; 273 voters 
combined.   
 
In 2010, there were 116 early voters 
and 131 election day voters; 247 voters 
combined.   
 
There was no election in 2011. 
 
 
There was no election in 2011. 
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Contact the 
mayor or city 
council members 
with questions 
regarding the city 
or with your ideas 
and thoughts for 

the future. 



Guadalupe County Citizens’ 
Waste Disposal Site 

 

FM 78 - just east of downtown Marion 
on Hwy 78. 

 

Hours: 8:30am to 4:30pm  
Wednesday – Saturday 

 

$1.25 per 30 lb. trash bag 
 

Glass, cardboard, plastics, and aluminum 
are free.  
Inquire at site for other services. 

Local Area EVENTS 
 
Watercolor Painting Class 
FREE to our citizens! 
Held at Santa Clara City Hall 
once a month. 
 
Contact Thelma Cale for 
information. 
830-914-3861 
_____________________________ 

City Council 
Meetings are held at Santa Clara 
City Hall the 4th Monday of the 
month at 6:30pm unless posted 
otherwise at City Hall. 
See web site for agendas. 
 

Planning Commission 
Meetings are held at Santa Clara 
City Hall the 2nd Monday of the 
month at 6:30pm unless 
otherwise posted at City Hall. 
See web site for agendas. 
 

Native Plant Society 
The Guadalupe County Chapter 
of the Native Plant Society of 
Texas (NPSOT) meets the 
second Tuesday of the month at 
the Marion Community Library 
meeting room.   
 
“Meet and greet” starts at 
6:30p.m., with the program 
beginning at 7:00p.m. The public 
is invited to attend.   
  
Website at: 
https://npsot.org/GuadalupeCounty/ 

 

https://npsot.org/GuadalupeCounty/


Please submit announcements, calendar events, articles of interest, items for sale, 
letters to the editor, etc. by email to 

news@cisantaclaratx.us. 
 

Should information need to be edited, you will be contacted prior to publication. 
 

  
 

 

  
 

Neighbors Being Neighborly – Giving Back to our City! 
 

Thelma and Charles Cale – Thelma continues to share her talent and love for painting by giving 
art lessons at no charge to the Santa Clara citizens.  Her husband, Charles, has kept the area 
from Santa Clara City Hall and Santa Clara Bend, toward Santa Clara Creek, mowed. 
 
Tom Johnson – Tom used his tractor and helped remove debris from Youngsford Rd. which had 
collected during a heavy rainfall. 
 
Mayor Jeff Hunt, his son Alan and Councilman Harrell Felix and his wife Estella – Mowed and 
trimmed the weeds at Santa Clara City Hall. 
 
Erik Sikes – After a vehicle ran into and broke the fence on North Santa Clara Rd., a citizen’s pet 
donkey had gotten out onto the roadway.  Erik just happened to be driving his truck north on 
Santa Clara when he saw the animal.  He was very kind to stop and retrieve the donkey which 
was safely returned to its owner. 
 
Andrew Friesenhahn – Mowed the road frontage from Santa Clara Creek to Weil Rd.  He has 
also trimmed and maintained the trees back from the fence on our road. 
 
 
Happiness is also a Friendly Neighbor!... 
 
One who stops to help a neighbor whose lawn mower is broken down.  Mr. Humberto Rangel 
and his son Humberto , Jr. from Santa Clara Bend saw Charles Cale with his lawn mower in 
distress.  Not only did they tow the lawn mower home, but also helped to get it running again!! 
 

 

********************************************** 
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Gentle Reminders 
 

Part I 
By Shirley Owens 
Sometimes one needs to be reminded of how fortunate we are and as the old saying goes, 
“Count Our Blessings.” 
 
This week my husband and I decided to have lunch at a small restaurant.  While enjoying our 
meal, we happened to glance at the table across from us and noticed a group of young folks 
with leg prosthesis and in wheelchairs.  There was one man who had no legs at all. 
 
We just happened to hear that they were wounded soldiers from Iraq.  I immediately thought 
of their sacrifices that they had given for our country.  It really makes you appreciate these 
individuals! 
 
On the way back home, I started counting my blessings.  I began with my family and then my 
home in Santa Clara.  How wonderful it is to enjoy the country atmosphere and all of Mother 
Nature! 
 

Part II 
By Thelma Cardwell-Cale 
In Santa Clara, Mother Nature surrounds us every day with her beauty.  Behind our City Hall 
was a bumper crop of oats, chest high on a man.  Caring farmers and ranchers harvested the 
crop.  They cut, conditioned and crimped and then gathered large round bales. 
 
We had bluebonnets as far as the eye could see; then curly purples, daisies, Indian blankets and a host 
of other wild flowers.  What a beautiful sight! 
 
Recently, we had a visit from a turkey with an attitude – Mr. Gobbler.  As I snapped pictures of him, he 
approached our door and tried to come in.  Sam and Sally, our barn swallows, make their nest each 
year on our back porch.  They are beneficial to controlling the mosquitoes. 
 
Buford and Brunehilde, our resident buzzards, keep road kill taken care of.  They live in the barn with 
Olivia and Oliver, our resident big horned owls.  Every night they will serenade you with their 
melodious “Who!  Who!”  Juan and Maria, our caracaras (Mexican eagles) are a joy to watch in the 
fields. 
 
Day and night, graceful deer graze eloquently in our fields.  There are an abundance of Sparrows, 
Doves, and Cardinals.  Easter weekend, a pair of Black-bellied Whistling Ducks with their bright coral-
pink bills and legs, made an unexpected visit to Tom and Shirley Owens’ pond.  Sightings of Painted 
Buntings, Geese, and other rare migrating birds have been seen by those who live in our City. 
 
Santa Clara is a great place to live!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

        ********************************************************************************************

Revisiting Family Roots! 
By Thelma Cardwell-Cale 
 
Richard Meinig and his sister, Kimberly, returned to Santa Clara TX in 
April to revisit the land where they grew up.  His dad and Mother, Paul 
and Pat, were both pilots and flew a plane in and out on their hilltop 
landing strip which was located next to their home between Santa Clara 
Rd. and Wetz Rd.  Richard is an orthopedic surgeon and Kimberly is a 
science teacher. 
 
Both Richard and Kimberly wanted to embrace our beautiful springtime, 
renew old friendships and make new ones.  They plan to visit our area 
again in June. 
 
 

Santa Clara Resident Lost in Plane Crash 
 
Forrest Horecka, Jr. lost his life at Stinson Airfield on February 26.  His 
plane was only in the air for two minutes after takeoff when it met with a 
fiery crash.  Forrest was only a year and a half away from retirement 
from his job as a Bexar County deputy sheriff.  He leaves behind wife 
Carol of 29 years and two daughters – Candace Wolfe and husband 
James; Krystal Horecka and son Justin Horecka; and two grand children 
– Devlynn Wolfe and Aven James.  Forrest was a good citizen, and a 
loving husband, father and grandfather.  He is missed. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visitors that use city 
hall could benefit from 
a small microwave.   
 
If you would like to 
donate a small 
working microwave, 
please contact the 
mayor or city hall. 

If you have dead trees that 
are next to the roadway and 
you would like help cutting 
them down, please contact 
the mayor or city hall.   
 
We will work with you to cut 
the trees down before they 
fall on the road.  We will not 
haul the trees away, but this 
will prevent unsafe road 
conditions. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


