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Visit the Green Valley Special Utility
District website at www.gvsud.org
for information on current water
restrictions.

The mission of the Santa Clara
Newsletter is to create a positive image
of the city while connecting the
community together in friendship.

Community Information Sharing
The city will be hosting informational
programs at the Santa Clara City Hall on the
3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:30p.m.
Topics will depend on what speakers,
presentations or Trainers can be coordinated.
Master Gardener Joyce Friesenhahn
coordinated the first session. The topic will be
drip irrigation to be presented by Master
Gardeners Jim Johnson and Randy Rye.
Please join us on Tuesday, September 18th
@ 6:30 pm until approx 8 pm
Check the City of Santa Clara website for
future session details. Please note, these
sessions are not for conducting city business.
If you would like to coordinate a session,
please contact the mayor.

Disclaimer:
This newsletter is for information purposes only and does not
necessarily reflect the opinions or beliefs of city officials, the
newsletter editor or the citizens of Santa Clara.

Mosquito Control:

Contact the
mayor or city
council members
with questions
regarding the city
or with your ideas
and thoughts for
the future.

-

Reduce or treat all standing water
Empty plant saucers
Use Mosquito Dunks in standing water
Use dry minced garlic
Use fish that eat mosquito larvae
Use skin repellents that contain natural
repellents
- Avoid DEET products on children

Local Area EVENTS
Watercolor Painting Class
FREE to our citizens!
Held at Santa Clara City Hall
once a month.

Guadalupe County Citizens’
Waste Disposal Site
FM 78 - just east of downtown Marion
on Hwy 78.
Hours: 8:30am to 4:30pm
Wednesday – Saturday
$1.25 per 30 lb. trash bag
Glass, cardboard, plastics, and aluminum
are free.
Inquire at site for other services.

Contact Thelma Cale for
information.
830-914-3861
_____________________________
City Council
Meetings are held at Santa Clara
City Hall the 4th Monday of the
month at 6:30pm unless posted
otherwise at City Hall.
See web site for agendas.
Planning Commission
Meetings are held at Santa Clara
City Hall the 2 nd Monday of the
month at 6:30pm unless
otherwise posted at City Hall.
See web site for agendas.
Native Plant Society
The Guadalupe County Chapter
of the Native Plant Society of
Texas (NPSOT) meets the
second Tuesday of the month at
the Marion Community Library
meeting room.
“Meet and greet” starts at
6:30p.m., with the program
beginning at 7:00p.m. The public
is invited to attend.
Website at:
https://npsot.org/GuadalupeCounty/

A History of the Meinig Family in Santa Clara – Marion
By Richard Meinig
Our family put down roots in Santa Clara in 1965.Our father, Helmut Paul Meinig, had been recently
stationed at Randolph Air Force Base where he was an instructor pilot in the US Air Force instrument
school (IPIS). We lived in Universal City, but Paul was hoping to realize a boyhood dream of owning land
and farming. Paul had immigrated to the US in 1951 from Munich, Bavaria to join the US Air Force. As a
youth he had spent his summers on a family farm in what became East Germany. The family had to flee
and resettle in West Germany. With the loss of family property and the desperate state of the German
economy immediately following the war, the US was the land of opportunity for Paul and many
displaced Germans.
In the closing months of World War II, Paul was drafted against his will into the German Luftwaffe at
age 15 to undergo pilot training. In the closing months of the war, Paul was weeks away from being
deployed as a combat pilot in the Messerschmitt Bf 109. He had no choice. Later, in the ensuing chaos
of the end of the war, Paul found himself in Munich working for the occupying US armed forces. Paul
was able to pursue his dream of being a pilot when a sympathetic US Army chaplain sponsored his
immigration in 1951. Paul became a US citizen in 1955 and completed his pilot training at Laredo Air
Force Base in Texas.
South Texas seemed to be a good fit for Paul as he spent weekends searching for a small farm and
discovering a still vibrant German speaking community. The adjacent Hill Country and the Marion area
abounded with possibilities. Ultimately, Paul purchased a farm from George Eberling in 1965 and later a
second farm from Arthur Wezt in 1972. George and Paul spoke German and remained in contact until
George succumbed to brain cancer several years after selling the farm. From the “old-timers”, my
father learned to make smoked venison sausage. Local sausage was a staple for many years – either
produced by our father but also later by Goerke’s.
The late 60’s to late 90’s were spent in a traditional South Texas mode of family farming and ranching
in Santa Clara. Paul planted oats, wheat, and Bermuda grass. A small herd of angora goats served
largely as family pets. Paul maintained a herd of cattle prior to his moving to Colorado Springs in 2001.
The most influential figures were our neighbors the Cale family. From Vernon Cale, our father had a
virtual apprenticeship in ranching and farming in the often challenging climate and labile agricultural
business of South Texas. My sister and I will always remember the perpetually open cookie jar that
“Grandma Cale” (Eula Cale) maintained. I have vivid memories of ranching: shearing, castration,
worming, and trips to auction. Our dad had my sister and I “plow and mow” our Santa Clara land. The
Texas sun was then as it is now, pretty unrelenting.
In addition to fencing and usual farm projects, our dad had a couple of unusual projects – his airstrips.
The first airstrip in the 1970’s featured a thrilling takeoff beneath power lines with a quick pull up over
the oaks and mesquite and the end of the runway. Later, Paul acquired additional acreage from the Cale
family at the top of the hill to build a safer runway. This airstrip is still listed on current navigation maps
but has not been used since the early 1990’s. The second airstrip featured an all metal hangar

and stands today. (continued next pg.)
(Meinig History continued)

Our father owned a series of single engine Navions in the lat 60’s and early 70’s. After a trip to
Mexico in which the single engine ignition was sketchy as we flew over the Yucatan jungles, my father
upgraded to a twin engine plane that was manufactured in Seguin. The Geronimo airplane was
fabricated in Seguin by refitting older Piper Apache airplanes with upgraded engines, instruments, and
aerodynamics. Henry Ewald of Ewald Tractor in Seguin was also an owner of a Geromino. I remember
many a trip to the Ewald’s combining farming and small plane chatter.
In the mid 70’s, our parents built a house on top of the hill near the airstrip and anchor where we
grew up. Following their divorce, my father remained on the Hill until he moved to Colorado Springs in
2001. In the early 1980’s, my father’s sister and brother-in-law, Ernst Sr. and Christa Schoenefeldt,
moved from Fussen Bavaria to a parcel of land within the footprint of the original Eberling Farm. During
the 1980’s and 1990’s, Paul, my dad, and I continued to ranch a herd of cattle and grow hay.
My sister settled in the Baton Rouge area in the 80’s and I attended medical school in San Antonio
prior to my move to Colorado in 1984. This period was notable for the Bavarian culture that Christa and
Ernst Sr. brought with them to Santa Clara. There were also frequent visits from Paul’s childhood friends
from Munich and Schliersee, Bavaria. Following his retirement from the US Air Force, Ernst Jr. moved
back to the Schoenefeldt property where he lives today in Santa Clara. Ernst Sr. and Christa continued
to live full time in Santa Clara. Following Ernst Sr’s death, Christa has continued to divide her time
between Fussen and Santa Clara. My sister and I continue to visit Ernst Jr. as well as our mother Patricia
who lives in NW San Antonio. Sister Kim and I continue to enjoy some of the undeveloped land which is
still land that remains of the original “farm”.
In July, I brought my dad, Paul Meining, for a visit with his sister Christa and family in Santa Clara. He
enjoyed visiting in Santa Clara where memories abound and wished for more time. I hope we can visit
again in November.
My dad, Paul Meinig, and our neighbor, Charles Cale, also enjoyed a walk back through the years of
farming and memories of good times in Texas.

******************************

Please submit announcements, calendar events, articles of interest, items for sale,
letters to the editor, etc. by email to
news@cisantaclaratx.us.
Should information need to be edited, you will be contacted prior to publication.

Restaurant Review of Yoda's Little River on 78 in Marion
Submitted by Barbara Trammell
The old 78 Cafe has yet another new lease on life, Yoda's Little River.
The new name comes from brother and sister, Daniel and Yolanda from
Lubbock; that is where the original Yoda's began. Daniel decided to move and open
a second in Marion. They offer a brand new interior for those who want to dine-in
and also offer take-out. The seafood is great, the fried chicken is wonderful (I think it
is better than any I have tasted), the chicken fried steak is huge and oh so good!,
the hamburgers are good and the curly fries are too. Salad ? Yes, and iced tea like
mom used to make, and a friendly staff.
Danny and I have tried just about everything, Yoda's is our new favorite!
Daniel decorated the restaurant himself, with a seaside theme, and did a great
job. It is still casual but very nice. The prices are very reasonable! The only day
they are closed is Tuesday; open the rest of the week from 11am to 9pm. So, if you
have not made the short trip to Yoda's, you need to try it. It will soon become one of
your favorites!
Yoda's Little River
219 W. San Antonio St., Marion, TX 781242
(830)420-2727

Giving Pause to Garlic
Here’s a tip that could add great health benefits to your life. The next time you’re
using garlic in a recipe, after you’ve chopped or crushed it, let it sit for 15 minutes
before cooking with it.
The cancer fighting properties, active agents – allyi sulfide compounds, are
produced when the garlic cloves are chopped or crushed. However, heating the
garlic just after it is chopped or crushed stops the chemical reaction that needs to
take place to produce the sulfides. So give your garlic time to produce those anticancer properties!
-adapted from Eating Well

God’s Bonita ©
Written by Thelma Cardwell Cale
Pen & Palette
“God gave us life and the six senses that include, “To be, To live with, To live by.”
Sight is near the top of my list. Not only did He give us eyes to see with, but He took
His paint brush and dipped it in a full spectrum of color, painting scenes for all
occasions.
God thought of everything! Do you know how hard it is to be a committee of one?
Just think of all the choices and decisions He had to make. There was no one to ask,
“Which one do you like the best?” Or “Do these match?”
I think that’s why God made woman to go with man. It gets lonely not having
someone to share with and the enjoyment of hearing their opinion.
Wouldn’t it be awful to paint a beautiful picture, sing a song, or write a poem, and not
have anyone to show it to, or have someone to listen to your thoughts?
I believe that God made the seasons just for us…Four times a year, He changes our
panoramic view. Landscapes are bathed in a new regalia of undress for two seasons
and then redressed for two more. Beauty can be found in and from the tiniest of objects
up to the infinity of the heavenly sky. He knew that we’d need a change, a renewal. He
knew we’d need something to write about.
Then there’s “Bonita Pond”… “God’s Bonita”.
I wrote about the pond in its glorious autumn colors during the time of cold nights
that turned the leaves to exciting golden yellow, orange and reds.
Later, I saw it in its Spring finery, with the freshness of first greens amid the tree tops
and pastel colors of budding flowers that blanketed the banks.
A soft breeze rippled the water in the pond, catching the sunlight that gave it the
color and excitement of highly polished silver in nature.
Then when I had a hard time catching my breath, and thinking that this beauty was in
the state of perfection, a pair of swans lit on the water. The reflections of their white
feathers seemed to make rainbows. I believe that swans are the birds that mate for life.
Then I heard the sound of a red bird that let the swans know they were welcome. The
red bird was high in one of the willow trees.
Yes, the pond is named rightly, “Bonita,” which means pretty. It is muy Bonita, very
pretty in any language.

Samuel Shawn “Sammy” Leach of Marion entered eternal rest on
Thursday, June 14. Funeral Services were held on Sunday, June 17 at
3:00 P.M. at Redeemer United Church of Christ in Zuehl, Texas with
Rev. Leroy Zillmann officiating. Interment was held in the church
cemetery. Sammy was born on August 3, 1960 to Wauldron “W.D.” and
Mary Leach.
He is preceded in death by his father and brothers, Jack and Wauldron
“Pogo” Leach. He is survived by his wife, Laurie Bielke Leach, sons
Kyle Leach and Shawn Leach, granddaughter Breelynn Fennell-Leach,
mother Mary Leach, sister Janice Hitzfelder and husband Danny,
brother Phillip Leach and wife Teri, father and mother-in-law, LeeJay
and Lorene Bielke, sisters and brothers-in-law, Lana and Russell
Luddeke and Lance and Peggy Bielke and nieces and nephews Ryan,
Emily and Julia Hitzfelder, Kelsey Gibson, Eric, Nolan and Kara Leach,
Matthew and Kelsey Luddeke and Ryan and Gregory Bielke. Memorial
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Are you registered to vote? Check your voter registration status at
http://www.co.guadalupe.tx.us/guadalupe2010/elections/.

Paul Meinig (left) and Charles Cale, Santa Clara, Texas.

